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NGSC Instrumentation Program Update
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vational Spectrometer (FLAMINGOS-2) is the last instrument

to be built under our agreement with Gemini in which NOAO
issued contracts to the institutions that built the instruments. Thus,
the NGSC Instrumentation Program’s mission to provide innovative
and capable instrumentation for the Gemini telescopes in support of
frontline science programs is now complete. Starting with the Gemini
Planet Imager (GPI), Gemini began direct contracting and control
of its instrumentation built in the US. Since FLAMINGOS-2 has
been shipped from the institution that built it (see below), this is the
final article in this series from the NGSC. Future articles from other
authors will discuss progress of FLAMINGOS-2 in its commission-
ing on the Gemini South telescope and other aspects of the Gemini
instrumentation program.

The Florida Multi-Object Imaging Near-Infrared Grism Obser-

This article gives a status update on Gemini instrumentation being
developed under the oversight of the NGSC, with progress since the
June 2009 NOAO/NSO Newsletter.

Figure 1: FLAMINGOS-2 Principal Investigator Steve Eikenberry

FLAMINGOS-2 (with gloves) and his team as they load the shipping crates into
a semirailer for transport to Chile. (Photo credit: University of
FLAMINGOS-2 is a near-infrared multi-object spectrograph and Florida/Department of Astronomy)

imager for the Gemini South telescope. FLAMINGOS-2 will cover
a 6.1-arcmin-diameter field at the standard Gemini f/16 focus in
imaging mode, and will provide multi-object spectra over a

6.1 x 2-arcmin field. It will also provide a multi-object spectro-
scopic capability for Gemini South’s multi-conjugate adaptive
optics system. The University of Florida is building FLAMINGOS-2
under the leadership of Principal Investigator Steve Eikenberry.

FLAMINGOS-2 passed the third and final series of Pre-ship Accep-
tance Tests held in Gainesville, Florida, 5-8 May 2009. Some minor
changes were made as a result of the tests, and then the instrument
was crated and shipped to Cerro Pachdn, Chile, arriving at the
Gemini South site July 2. Figure 1 shows the instrument leaving the
University of Florida.

Since then, the University of Florida FLAMINGOS-2 Team has been

hard at work unpacking the shipping crates and assembling and

checking out the instrument. They will execute a series of laboratory

tests to ensure that everything surv_iv.ed the trip, and then t}_le instru- Figure 2: The FLAMINGOS-2 Team assembling the instrument in
ment will be mounted on the Gemini South telescope for Final Ac-
ceptance Testing and Commissioning. Figure 2 shows the instrument
being assembled in the Gemini instrument lab in Chile.

Chile. (Photo credit: University of Florida/Department of Astronomy)
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