Table of Contents

NOAO Highlights ........cooviiiiiiiee e 3
M32—A Galaxy Becomes a Star Cluster .................. 3
Going for the FIOW ..........ccoveveiiiiieccce e, 4
NSO Adaptive Optics Operating

Successfully at the Dunn Solar

Telescope and the German VT T .......cccooevveiennne 5
High Altitude Clouds ..........c.ccoeiviiiiieceice 7
Stokes Mapping of Solar Magnetic

Fields at 12 um Wavelength ...........c.ccoovviviinnnenn, 9
Director’s OffiCe .......ccovveririeriiinieie e 10
An Observing System: What Does It Mean

and How Do We Get There?..........ccccevveeeneene. 10
NOAO—A Partnership with the Community ........ 11
Observational Programs ............cccccevveveeieennenn, 13
NOAO Nighttime Proposals Due for 2001A .......... 13
2001A Gemini Proposals ...........cccoeveveneieieeninne. 13
The Gemini Time Allocation Process—

ANEW GaME ... 14
Proposals for the Hobby-Eberly Telescope................ 16
MMT Begins Scientific Observations—No Call

for New MMT Proposals this Semester .............. 17
Keck/NIRSPEC Time Available to US

COMMUNILY .o 18
NOAO Observing Time through HST

Cycle 10 ProposalS........ccccveverereieeveniesinanean, 18
New Surveys to Begin..........cccvevevveveieeveniesieannen, 19
Instruments Available in 2001A ..........ccccooeriiennn 19
CTIO Instruments Available .............cccccooevvienne. 20
KPNO Instruments Available ..............c..ccccceeenneen. 21
HET Instruments Available .............c.c.cocoevernen. 22
Gemini Instruments Expected to

Be Available ... 22
CTIO OPErations ...........ccerereereresieereseseennens 23
CTIO Telescope and Instrument Combinations

—the FULUIE ....oceeieiee e 23
SOAR UPAALE ..o 24
Curtis Schmidt Telescope Closure ...........ccccceveeenee. 25
1.5-m BME Spectrograph to be Retired ................. 27
NEW AFTIVAS ..o, 27
Undergraduates Wanted for the 2001 CTIO

REU Program! .........cccooeveninineene e 29

KPNO Operations...........ccceeerereeieeneseeeennennes 30
Time of Many Changes ..........ccocoveveiinineneiennnn 30
Reminders about Observing Opportunities ........... 30
New Director for WIYN .......ccooviiiniiiiiiiiinns 31
FLAMINGOS on Kitt Peak, Maybe! .................... 32
Upgrades to KPNO Mosaic CCD Imager ............. 33
Margaret Edmondson Fellowship ..............cc.ccceee. 33
Phoenix Continues at Kitt Peak ...........ccccceeveennee. 35
SQIID Begins Science Observations...................... 36
US Gemini Program ...........ccccccveveiveccieecvesieane 38
Status of the Gemini TelesCopes .........ccocveervevennne 38
Gemini Demonstration Science Programs ............. 39
US Gemini Instrumentation Program Update ....... 40
US Gemini SAC Meets in Pasadena ...................... 41
National Solar Observatory ............cccccceeveiveninens 43
From the NSO Director’s Office ...........ccccvvvverennee. 43
Doug Rabin Joins NASA ... 44
Toward AO at the McMath Pierce Telescope

—Part Il .o 45
SOLIS ..ot 46
Research Experiences for Teachers at NSO.............. 46
Another Busy Summer for Students at NSO........... 47
Understanding Spectroheliograms—Insights

from Spectral Line Analysis ...........ccocooverervennnn. 51
Solar Spectrum Atlases.........cceveveieerieieie e 52
NSO Observing Proposals ............cccceveieeiveniennns 53
NSO Telescope/Instrument Combinations ............ 53
GONG .ot 54
NOAO Educational Outreach ............ccccccevnienns 57
Staffing, Grants, and Supplements ............c.cc........ 57
Project Astro—Tucson Seeking Astronomers

and Teachers, Locally and Nationwide .............. 58
Fourth Annual RBSE Workshop Under Way ......... 58
Research Experiences for Undergraduates

aNd TEACNEIS......cvvieeieeieiecse e 60
PUBIICAtIONS ... 61
NOAO Preprint SEries ..........ocooereierenereneeienens 61
Other NOAO and NSO Papers.........ccccocveereeenne. 61

NOAO Newsletter 63

September 2000



