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The Subaru and Gemini Observatories will jointly host a sci-
ence meeting in Kyoto, Japan, from 18-21 May 2009. The main
goals of the meeting are to promote a mutual understanding of
the Gemini and Subaru communities as well as to highlight the
international nature of modern astronomy. Registration is now
open, and a preliminary program for the meeting is available
at: www.kusastro.kyoto-u.ac.jp/kyoto2009/schedule.html. The
deadlines are 31 March 2009 for early registration and 24 April

2009 for late registration. A Gemini Users Meeting will be held
on May 22 at the same venue.

NGSC Instrumentation Program Update

This article gives a status update on Gemini
instrumentation being developed under the
oversight of the NGSC, with progress since

the December 2008 NOAO/NSO Newsletter.

FLAMINGOS-2

The Florida Multi-Object Imaging
Near-Infrared Grism Observational
Spectrometer (FLAMINGOS-2) is a
near-infrared multi-object spectro-
graph and imager for the Gemini South
telescope. FLAMINGOS-2 will cover

a 6.1-arcminute-diameter field at the
standard Gemini f/16 focus in imaging
mode, and will provide multi-object
spectra over a 6.1 x 2-arcminute field.
It will also provide a multi-object spec-
troscopic capability for Gemini South’s
multi-conjugate adaptive optics system.
The University of Florida is building
FLAMINGOS-2 under the leadership of
Principal Investigator Steve Eikenberry.

After the August 2008 Pre-ship Acceptance
Test (AT), the University of Florida team
worked long hours to prepare FLAMINGOS-2
for a second Pre-ship AT held in Gainesville,
December 15-18. Changes since the first AT
include applying labels to electrical connectors
and dual-language warning placards to the
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instrument exterior, routing cables and hoses
in a neat and orderly manner, and delivering
required documentation electronically.

Many items not tested at the August 2008

AT were tested in December, with 41 items
passing in this AT. As of this writing, some
items are still pending resolution and analysis,

while others have been deferred to the Final
Acceptance Test on the telescope, or to Com-
missioning. Following the test, the Gemini
Observatory produced a Punch List of items
to be completed in a future test (probably in
March 2009) before the instrument is shipped
to Cerro Pachon.

The group of participants in the Flamingos-2 Pre-ship Acceptance Test includes Primary Inves-
tigator Steve Eikenberry and members of the University of Florida scientific and engineering
staffs; Gemini Instrument Scientist Percy Gomez and members of the Gemini scientific and
engineering staffs; and Chris Packham and Nancy Levenson, members of the Gemini Science

Committee, who acted as observers. Photo by Mark Trueblood/NOAO/NGSC.



