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>>kitt peak national observatory

The Birth of Our National Observatory
Elizabeth Alvarez del Castillo & Buell T. Jannuzi

The golden anniversary of the birth of Kitt Peak National Observatory (KPNO) celebrates the realization of a landmark concept that led 
not just to KPNO, but also to the National Solar Observatory, Cerro Tololo Inter-American Observatory (CTIO), and access to a system of 
international and non-federally funded facilities (e.g., Gemini, Keck, Magellan, MMT).  These pictures remind us that with the birth of our 

national observatory, we celebrate a system open to all astronomers based on the merit of their scientific proposals.

Our national observatory helped change our understanding of the universe, advanced telescope and instrument operations and design, and 
trained a large fraction of our community.  As we celebrate our successes of the past 50 years and our plans for the future, we invite you to visit 
our 50th anniversary Web page at:  www.noao.edu/kp50/.

(Top to bottom, left to right)
Construction of the McMath-Pierce telescope on Kitt Peak began in March 1960.  First light was 1 November 1962.  Credit: NSO/AURA/NSF.

The McMath-Pierce telescope on Kitt Peak is still the largest solar telescope in the world.  Credit: NSO/AURA/NSF. 

The slip-form pier for KPNO’s Mayall 4-meter telescope during construction, seen at night when it was about 45 feet high.  Credit: D. Crawford 
and NOAO/AURA/NSF.  

The Mayall 4-meter telescope (13 June 2003) on Kitt Peak.  Credit: NOAO/AURA/NSF. 

This AURA-European Southern Observatory group on horseback at the saddle between Cerro Tololo and Cerro Morado in Chile represents the 
beginnings of Cerro Tololo Inter-American Observatory.  Left to right: Ch. Fehrenbach, O. Heckmann, Sr. Marchetti, J.H. Oort, N.U. Mayall, 
F.K. Edmondson and A.B. Muller (10 June 1963).  Credit: NOAO/AURA/NSF.  

The silvered dome of CTIO’s Blanco 4-meter telescope rises 13 stories above Cerro Tololo in Chile.  Image taken in 2007.  Credit: T. Abbott and 
NOAO/AURA/NSF.


