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>>Education & Public Outreach

Astronomy Camp Is Coming to Kitt Peak
Katy Garmany

For almost 20 years, Dr. Don McCarthy, Steward Observatory, 
has run a summer Astronomy Camp on Mt. Lemmon for teen-
agers.  This year the Camp will be moving to Kitt Peak National 

Observatory to take advantage of additional educational facilities 
and a lower elevation.  Kitt Peak is looking forward to hosting three 
groups in June.  These groups 
include a week-long Beginning 
Camp, designed to demonstrate 
that science and engineering is 
fun.  There is also a week-long 
Advanced Camp for the more 
devoted astronomy enthusiasts.

At Camp, students of all ages 
explore “the heavens” with large 
telescopes and experience the 
joys of scientific inquiry.  In this 
immersion experience, Camp-
ers become real astronomers, 
watching the night sky, operating 
research-class telescopes, keeping 
nighttime hours, interacting with 
leading scientists, interpreting 
their own observations, investi-
gating their own questions and 
curiosities, and, most importantly, 
having fun doing so.  These Camps emphasize a hands-on learning ap-
proach, and activities are driven by student involvement and interest.  
A prior background in astronomy is not required.  During the long 
June days, students also will hike, experiment with liquid nitrogen 
cannons, and make friends from all over the country.

Many former Campers return as mentors and Camp counselors, and 
some are now professional astronomers.  Familiar names include Ben 
Oppenheimer who received his Ph.D. in astronomy from Stew-
ard Observatory in 2008, Caitlin Casey who received a Goldwater 
Scholarship in 2006, and Rob Simcoe who is a postdoctoral Fellow in 

astronomy at MIT.  Even more 
Campers have gone on to careers 
in a variety of fields, including 
teaching, medicine, and classical 
music.

This year, special effort is being 
devoted to recruiting Tohono 
O’odham students who would 
like to attend the Beginning 
Camp.  In the past, students from 
the Tohono O’odham Nation 
have attended on Mt. Lemmon, 
including the daughter of the 
current chairman of the Nation.  
This year, with the Camp being 
held on Kitt Peak, several scholar-
ships are being offered for teenag-
ers from the Nation.

The Web site for the Camp, 
www.astronomycamp.org, includes information on the telescopes 
and instruments that will be used, names of many past Campers, 
and an online application form for any teenagers interested in this 
year’s Camps.

Astronomy Campers from 2008 visiting Kitt Peak National Observatory.


