




















KITT PEAK NATIONAL OBSERVATORY

WHIRC Accepted as a General Use Instrument for WIYN

Dick Joyce & Pat Knezek

At their October meeting in Bloomington, Indiana, the
WIYN Science Advisory Committee recommended that
the WIYN Board accept the WIYN High-Resolution
Infrared Camera (WHIRC) as a general-use instrument,
based on the Acceptance Report provided by WHIRC
Principal Investigator Margaret Meixner (STScl).
WHIRC meets the criteria specified in the Memorandum
of Understanding between WIYN and STScl and is now
available to the WIYN community of observers. The

WIYN Board accepted this recommendation. Cong'r:_.;
ulations to the extended WHIRC team for their effortsfin
the design, construction, delivery, and commissioning of
WHIRC, which we anticipate will have a long and scien-
tifically productive life at WIYN.

Information about WHIRC can be found at:
www.noao.edu/kpno/manuals/whirc/WHIRC.htm.

With Deepest Thanks for Many Years of Service to Our Observatory

Buell T. Jannuzi

tirement. William “Hal” Halbedel, Ruth Ramon, and Joanne Wilcox Hudson have supported our science operations for a total of 67 years.

g s 2008 winds down, both staff and visiting astronomers at KPNO will miss seeing three veteran mountain staff as they transition into re-

NOAO thanks them for their exceptional dedication and support or our national observatory. We will miss working with them. We wish
each of them well and hope for frequent updates about their future activities.

“Hal” Halbedel
Skip Andree &
Mike Merrill

After more than

36 years at KPNO,
William Halbedel—
known by all as
Hal—retired effective
October 1. Hal
started at KPNO on 1
March 1972. During
his tenure, Hal wore
many hats, starting as
a technical assistant
and moving through
the ranks to senior
observing associ-

ate. Not one to be
limited by his duties
as operator at the
2.1-meter and Mayall 4-meter telescopes, Hal has been a firefighter,
first responder, emergency medical technician (EMT), safety officer,
ambulance driver, and unofficial caretaker of Kitt Peak. On occasion,
Hal and his wife Elaine have been the only people on the summit to
look after its safety and keep essential operations running smoothly
over the holidays. His dedication to assured, dependable service as
the interface between astronomers and their observations has helped
build Kitt Peak into the world-renowned and respected astronomi-
cal facility that it is today. If you see Hal around, it is because he has
not yet given up all his ties to the observatory: he will continue as a

seasonal employee. Given his new shop and garage in Silver City, New
Mexico, we are assured that his life will continue to be entertaining.

Ruth Ramon
Dave Murray &
John Dunlop

Ruth Ramon, a mem-
ber of the kitchen
staff for over 13 years,
will retire at the end
of 2008. Ruth started
with Kitt Peak on 5
September 1995. As
the second-longest-
serving kitchen em-
ployee, she has been

a cornerstone of the
dining hall. Ruth be-
gan as a cook’s helper,
was promoted to
cook and has worked
with Walter Vermilye
(now retired), Casey
Muse, and Glenda Manuel. Her efforts have been focused on salad bar
preparation, night-lunch requests, box lunches for the public Nightly
Observing Program, preparations for main dinners, and periodically
cooking some meals. It has been a pleasure to have Ruth be so inte-
gral to the kitchen, the place where everyone on the mountain comes
together. We wish her well in her retirement.

continued
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With Deepest Thanks for Many Years of Service continued

Joanne Wilcox Hudson
Mike Merrill

After nearly 18 years at KPNO, Joanne Wilcox Hudson will retire at the end of 2008.
Strategically ensconced in the front office of the Administration Building on the Kitt Peak
summit, Joanne has been the face, heart, and hands of KPNO Science Operations to visit-
ing astronomers, tenants, and staff alike. Joanne started at KPNO on 20 February 1991.
Her job classification as administrative assistant fails to capture her myriad duties.

Depending on the time of day and the ever-changing needs of mountain operations, she
has served as receptionist, reservation clerk, keeper of the keys for rooms and cars, central
communicator, archivist, bookkeeper, postmaster, purveyor of office supplies.... (The list
goes on!) Joanne still finds time to act as voluntary curator for mountain lore and resident
naturalist for all the flora and fauna that come her way. A true professional, she has en-
abled both those who practice and those who support astronomy to concentrate on their
respective observing tasks while trusting the administrative details to her capable hands.
We wish her well in her retirement. @

Share Your Memories of the First 50 Years of KPNO

We plan to continue celebrating the first 50 years of your national observatory through March 2010, the anniversary of the dedication of
Kitt Peak National Observatory. This timeline allows us to leverage other special activities such as the International Year of Astronomy
2009, and to include all the diverse people and groups who have been so crucial to the successes of the national observatory.

We invite you to visit our 50th anniversary Web page at www.noao.edu/kp50 and to submit your memories. How has our national
observatory affected you? Are there special people or experiences that you recall and would like to share? Do you have images of the
observatory, its telescopes, or its people that you would like to share? As we collect your comments, we'll post many on the Web site, so
that everyone may enjoy the stories of our historic past and our ongoing evolution.

Please join in. The landmark concept of a national observatory open to all astronomers based on the merit of their scientific proposals
would not have been possible without support from our user community!
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