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>>public affairs & educational outreach

Dragon*Con 2008 Attendees Get Excited about IYA2009

Members of the US team helping to plan the International 
Year of Astronomy 2009 (IYA2009) garnered an enthusi-
astic reception at Dragon*Con 2008 in Atlanta over Labor 

Day weekend.  Thanks largely to strong advance planning by US 
IYA2009 Web Developer and New Media team leader Pamela Gay 
(Southern Illinois University Edwardsville), the IYA2009 exhibit 
booth had a great location that drew a steady stream of interested visi-
tors for all four days of the meeting.

Staff at the booth included Pamela Gay, Phil Plait (Bad Astronomy 
Web site and the James Randi Educational Foundation), US IYA2009 
Single-Point-of-Contact Doug Isbell (NOAO), and local friends and 
volunteers from the Skeptics Society.  The team handed out thousands 
of US IYA2009 buttons and informational postcards, and talked with 
hundreds of attendees.  The typical reaction?  “Cool!”  “Awesome.”  “I 
love astronomy!”

Astronomer Bill Keel (University of Alabama) conducted remote 
telescope observations on several nights in the name of IYA2009, 
which were greatly appreciated and extremely popular.  IYA2009 
was mentioned in numerous Dragon*Con sessions in the space, 
podcasting, and skeptics tracks at the meeting, which drew an 
estimated 60,000 passionate fans of science fiction, fantasy, comics, 
futurism, and science reality.

The accompanying photos show a few of the booth visitors and 
new supporters of IYA2009 who emerged at the 2008 meeting.  
The US IYA2009 group plans to be back at Dragon*Con in Sep-
tember 2009 with even more creative activities.


