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“Reach for the Stars” Together

Katy Garmany

�Reach for the stars!� �is expression can mean many di�erent things 
to di�erent people. For students at Indian Oasis-Baboquivari School 
District on the Tohono O�odham Nation, it is the name of a program 
initiated by the district last summer to encourage them to do their 
best in school.  

�e schools on the Nation face many challenges.  One basic issue their 
leaders want to address is student attendance.  �is year, the district 
decided to o�er incentives to students from kindergarten through 
high school for good attendance, including weekly prizes, �eld trips, 
and other rewards.  �ese incentives will culminate with grand prizes 
at the end of the year: a pick-up truck (donated to the high school by 
the local auto dealer), a laptop for the middle school, and a bike for 
the elementary school.

Kitt Peak National Observatory was asked to participate in �Reach for 
the Stars� as a major partner.  Kitt Peak Director Buell Jannuzi and 
NOAO Director Todd Boroson readily agreed to help, both �nancially 
and through sta� time.  �e school district was eager to o�er a �eld 
trip to Kitt Peak for students with the best attendance so far.  �us, in 
October, we hosted a series of three evening visits to give students the 
chance to observe through the 20-inch telescope at the Visitor Center, 
learn how to use a planisphere, and experience the wonderfully dark 
skies atop Kitt Peak.  

Many of the students had never been to Kitt Peak beyond the picnic 
grounds.  A number of enthusiastic parents came along as well.  
Happily, all three nights were clear�the cloudy night back-up plan 
involved visits to various domes and hands-on activities.  We were 
very pleased at the positive response to this program from the visiting 
astronomers at the major telescopes.

Kitt Peak Observatory later received a two-page letter from a 5th 
grade student, who ended by writing, �I loved the trip to Kitt Peak.  I 
learned a lot and I would recommend that kids come to school every 
day and maybe they could go to Kitt Peak too.�  Kitt Peak�s support 
of the program was also noted on page one of a story in �e Runner 
newspaper, the primary source of general news on the Nation.

�e school district is honoring the best students at the monthly Board 
of Education meeting in Sells.  �ey requested that Kitt Peak print 
some posters with pictures of the eight major planets.  Large posters 
designed and printed by NOAO public a�airs now hang in the Board 
Room to remind everyone of the program.  Among the prizes to be 
awarded at the board meeting will be binoculars and other items with 
an astronomical theme.

These 5th grade students wondered how astronomers measure dis-
tances to galaxies.

Students from Baboquivari Middle School enjoy sunset.
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